CONVERSATIONS  OF  NAPOLEON
Mahometanism to be the most beautiful of all religions. And once he even says, "We Mahometans."
Although he prefers Mahometanism to Christianity, he prefers the Roman to the Anglican communion, or, at any rate, the Roman to the Anglican ritual. He gives as the reason for his preference that in the Roman Church the people do not understand the prayers, and that it is not wise to try and make such matters too clear. And yet he thinks that the clergy should marry, though he should hesitate to confess himself to1 a married priest, who would repeat everything to his wife. He declares that he himself, having been anointed, is capable of confessing a penitent. He is not so favorable to the hierarchy as to the ritual of Rome. He is hostile to the papacy. Britain and northern Europe have wisely, he says, emancipated themselves from this yoke, for it is ridiculous that the chief of the state should not be chief of the church of the state. For this reason he regrets that Francis I. did not, as he nearly did, emancipate himself and his people by adhering to the Reformation. He himself had regretted in old days, when wearied with his disastrous struggle against the papacy, that instead of concluding the concordat, he had not declared himself a Protestant. The nation would have followed him, and would have thus freed itself from the yoke of Rome.
But, as he proceeds, he becomes more hostile to Christianity. "As for me," he breaks out on one occasion, "my opinion is formed that (the divine?) Christ never existed. He was put to death like any other fanatic who professed to be a prophet or a mes-siah. There were constantly people of this kind. Then I look back from the New Testament to the Old.or the dalmatic :
